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Note to Delegates
Delegates, 

Welcome to the 48th Houston Area Model United Nations Conference! The goal of the 
specialized committee of United Nations Children’s Fund is to provide emergency resources 
concerning food and healthcare to children and their mothers in devastated countries. This 
committee will take place during the modern era of 2023 and will be during and increased 
spread of school closures as a safety mechanism against the spread of coronavirus. The focus 
will be in deciding which programs can be directed and instilled by the committee to 
decrease the effect of the pipeline from school closures to increased child marriages.

The UNICEF Specialized Committee is Co-Chaired by,

    Omama Ahmed, who is a current Junior at University of Texas at Austin. She is 
studying Public Health and has been a delegate in her high school Model UN since her 
sophomore year. She is currently pre-medical but has special interests in international 
organizations focusing on humanitarian rights. She has also participated in the collegiate 
National Model United Nations in 2021 and 2022. She has always loved the program and was 
thrilled when given the opportunity to be a part of the UNICEF specialized committee.

    As a former delegate and current co-chair to the current HAMUN conference, 
she is beyond excited to be a part of your experience and embark on your journey towards 
greatness. She is excited for the undeniably good debate, discussion, and diplomacy that 
shall unfold within our committee.

    It would be smiled upon if all delegates make sure to thoroughly research the 
economic, physical, and physiological impact of the school closures and their connections to 
child marriages. Focusing on the general effect of the school closures in conjunction of child 
marriages is not specific enough to adequately contribute towards this committee. The 
committee will be discussing relevant topics and how we can address the increasing rates of 
child marriages amongst communities experiencing these increases because of school 
closure in conjunction with the pandemic.

. 

Omama Ahmed
Co-Chair of UNICEF
Omama.ahm@gmail.com
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Brief History 

UNICEF, also known as the 
United Nations International 
Children’s Emergency Fund, was 
established under its parent 
committee, the United Nations 
General Assembly on December 11, 
1946, as a committee dedicated to 
ensuring protections for children, 
especially those particularly 
disadvantaged, including those 
who are victims of natural disasters, 
violence, exploitation, and extreme 
poverty, among other things. This 
committee has a focused on 
assisting vulnerable children and 
their mothers. 

The purpose is to unite 
countries and their resources in the 
support of the humanitarian rights 
of the children and their mothers. 
Their current brand strategy 
includes a logo known As for every 
child which echoes its universal 
mandate that gives priority to the  
most

disadvantaged children worldwide. 
Their goal is to give every child hope, 
opportunity, and dignity. The basic 
function of the committee is to give 
children equal opportunity and access 
to education, health care, and support.

Executive Summary

UNICEF, also known as the 
United Nations International Children’s 
Emergency Fund, was established 
under its parent committee, the 
United Nations General Assembly, as a 
committee dedicated to ensuring 
protections for children, especially 
those particularly disadvantaged, 
including those who are victims of 
natural disasters, violence, exploitation, 
and extreme poverty, among other 
things. After the COVID-19 pandemic’s 
height had ravaged international 
economies, many schools experienced 
budget cuts and eventual closure, 
which led to child marriage 
experiencing a steep 
increase,especially in less developed 
nations
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This violates basic expectations for development for children, as well as 
the basic rights of children to both pursue education and not be forced into 
marriage before, they’ve reached peak development, so it warrants immediate 
address by the UNICEF subset of the United Nations General Assembly. In 
addition to this, children in the Belarus/Russian regions are at risk with child 
trafficking on the rise as well. Children are being forcibly taken, moved across 
borders, and made to partake in age-inappropriate activities, which goes 
against the very tenets of what UNICEF and the United Nations stands on.

Committee Best Practices

During the beginning of the conference delegates will discuss amongst 
themselves the primary focus of the discussion that will take place during the 
conference. As the conference undergoes delegates will have the opportunity 
to go to their respective committees to discuss and proposed solutions that 
can receive beneficial support from various organizations in the differing 
committees. Delegates will then report periodically to the chair their progress, 
and evidently all UNICEF partnered countries will work together using the 
resources they were able to capture from various entities to create a 
compounding resolution that will benefit the international workspace amidst 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Topic Concept

As the epidemic of the coronavirus crisis has increased the education sector 
has fallen across all regions internationally. The initial closing of the school says 
interrupted the functioning of the systems, and the return of the schools have 
not been at full capacity nor have they been fully functioning in all regions of 
the world. As a result of this column many countries have not physically 
returned to pre pandemic education systems as a result of inadequate 
resources and access to both healthcare and vaccination methods. As a result 
of this, and children have not returned to further their education and their 
communities have looked towards alternative measures for long term life 
stability. The effect of the pandemic school closure is translated to greater long 
term impacts that were felt at the heaviest in disadvantaged communities. One 
of these long term impacts includes the increase of child marriages as method 
to create further stability for the younger communities in especially third world 
countries. 
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A large contribution to this issue is because the repurposing of online 
education is an unequal substitution and gives unequal opportunities to those 
who do not have access to in person learning methods. This is especially for 
children of low income families and systemically low income communities. As a 
result of a recent study a little bit over 91% of countries experience three key 
issues as a result of the pandemic causing school closures. Umm they found 
evidence of learning loss. There was a consistent differentiation in the level of 
learning laws depending on each students cultural standing and past 
academic learning. Finally come with along with the schools remain closed the 
greater the long term effects were felt and burdened.

As previously discussed one of the large long term effects was the 
increase of child marriages specifically in third world countries as a result of the 
school closures. The formal definition of child marriage is “any formal marriage 
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or informal union between a child under the age of 18 and an adult or another 
child”. According to UNICEF data, child marriage has been a persistent issue, 
with the numbers of child marriage ranging as high as having 1 in 5 girls 
married off or forced to coexist with a man before reaching adulthood. In less 
you have countries this number can double to almost 40% of the girls being 
married before the age of 18 and nearly 12% of them being married even before 
the age of 15. In the past ten years the UNHCR was able to prevent 
approximately 25 million child marriages indirect linkage to the increase of girls 
education call mom and the encouragement of proactive investment of the 
governments specifically towards the adolescent girls. This also included 
greater global awareness about the harms of child marriage. In the agenda for 
sustainable development of 2030, one of the key elements was eliminating 
child, early and forced marriage by 2030.

In the context of the coronavirus pandemic there has been evidence that 
The interdisciplinary studies of psychology, sociology, and philosophy are the 
driving theories of child marriage as well as narrative evidence from those 
affected in those countries. This is because of the increased economic impact 
on the families and communities as a result of the pandemic, in addition to the 
interruptions and services that were addressed to the young adolescent girls 
through the schools. All of these efforts together have motivated some families 
to use the means of child marriage as way of increasing income and creating 
stability for their daughters in hindsight of unexpected circumstances.
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Topic History

Initially the rate of the prevalence of child marriage decreases from one in four 
girls down to approximately one and five in the last decade. However, because 
of the coronavirus pandemic more than 100 million girls were expected to 
marry before their 18th birthday in the upcoming decade. This time changed to 
the expected 10 million more girls that are now currently at risk of becoming 
child brides because of the pandemic directly. The United nations General 
Assembly created a sustainable development goal that was established to be 
completed by 2030 which included global action to end this human rights 
violation. Culturally child marriage relates to gender inequalities, which is why 
girls are disproportionately affected by this practice in many communities.

     The UNICEF committee has highlighted the result of child marriages girls 
Hutton and see two decrease childhood growth and threaten their overall 
livelihood in both the short term and long-term dynamic. For many cultures 
child marriages are a way of increasing economic growth period however, this 
is only seen in a short-term transaction because the committee has seen that 
the girls that have been entranced in child marriages have lower economic and 
health outcomes than their unmarried peers. This tradition is eventually passed 
down throughout the children, including the health complications that may 
arise from these interactions. On a level that is major it causes further strain on 
the gross domestic product that can be given from a country provide quality 
health and education services to both these child brides and their generational 
children to come. Some of the complications include higher maternal mortality 
rates as a result of earlier pregnancies during their adolescence ages. There's 
also an increase of infant mortality for the same reasoning. The childbirths tend 
to become isolated from not only their family but their friends, and they 
become outside bystanders that are excluded from participating in their 
communities which takes a physiological and physical toll on their bodies and 
mental health.

     As the response to the increasing child marriages UNICEF Liberated with 
UNFPA in 2016 to launch the program called global program to end child 
marriage period the aim of the program was to empower young girls that are 
seen as a vulnerable community that are at a high risk of marriage or already in 
union. This program aims to give the young adolescent girls life skills training,
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comprehensive sexuality education and supports to allow them to continue 
and strengthen their overall school and educational attendance. The goal of 
this program is to also engage not only the child brides but also men and boys 
within the community and Dylan communication to campaign support within 
the community for these adolescent girls. The goal of the program is not to 
only give resources for them to individually succeed but to also work on the 
community goals in order to change the stigma against working against child 
marriages.

Case Study

Bangladesh has had a historical connection with child marriages 
proceeding the pandemic and the school closures that occurred as a result of 
the pandemic. During an event launched at the gender equality and social 
inclusion practices program in Bangladesh there was a study that was 
introduced to the audience. The study had finding that there was an increase of 
gender based violence and child marriages in Khulna and Satkhira districts in 
connection with the coronavirus pandemic. The study included more than 
850,000 people, and out of the 850,000 people a little bit more than 92% of 
them stated that one of the major negative impacts as a result of the 
pandemic was maternal and child health hazards in connection with the 
school closures.

In addition one of the slower countries that were to reopen slowly after 
the pandemic included Bangladesh. In Bangladesh, the schools were closed 
throughout the entire pandemic until approximately September 12th of 2020. 
This is a problem because as more time passed because of the addressing of 
the learning gaps that the students face as a result of the school closures 
increased and were less effective than when they were tackled earlier on 
during the crisis. This late opening was fairly common amongst Asian 
countries, who happened till the last quarter of 2021 some have not even 
reopened.

9

Houston Area Model United Nations 9



According to a report released in 2011 from UNICEF an extremely high rate 
of 33% of women aged 20 to 24 were married by the age of 15 in Bangladesh. 
This extremely high rate was proceeding along time before the pandemic even 
occurred. The pandemic and the school closures only further exasperated the 
problem. However, as a result of the pandemic the rate increased drastically. By 
April 27th of 2020 about 52% of Bangladesh women were married by the age of 
18. But these issues can be found in the social and cultural foundations of the 
country, the disconnect of resources as a result of the school closures from the 
pandemic have only exasperated the problems.
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Questions to Consider

Attached are some research leading questions to help guide you during the 
preparation for the conference. They do not need to necessarily be addressed 
directly in your paper. They shall be opening points to keep in mind during 
debate, and to guide each respective organization personal plan and agenda.

 

1. How can education systems in these countries continue, to decrease the 
amount of child marriages?

2. What are some of the most vulnerable communities that are at risk for 
child marriages?

3. What are the possible problems and long-term repercussions that may 
affect an individual arranged or forced into child marriages?

4. What are possible obstacles young adolescents may face  in attending 
schools, other than the forced closures as a result of the coronavirus 
pandemic?

5. What are possible repercussions that the isolation from friends and 
educational support networks might of have on the motivation of young 
adolescents to complete their educational careers?

6. What are possible resources and programs provided at schools that is 
used in child marriage prevention, but is completely inaccesible once the 
school closures begun?

7. What are common indicators and reasons that culturally a family may 
think that arranging for their daughters may benefit the daughters or the 
family overall?

8. What programs contain easily learned skills that can be implemented to 
promote stable and long-term education, while also addressing the 
health concerns surrounding the increased risk of coronavirus spread 
amongst traditional schooling systems?

9. What are some cultural normalities in the countries with high child 
marriages that should be taken into account when proposing programs 
and interventions at the local level?
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