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Note to Delegates
Greetings Delegates!

I'm so excited to welcome all of you to our first in-person HAMUN 
in what seems like forever. My name is Musa Fareed, and I will serve 
you this year as chair of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation. I am 
currently a freshman at the University of Houston, and I'm majoring 
in Management. Model UN has been something that I looked 
forward to throughout high school. It was an environment where I 
could learn about real issues affecting the world today, practice my 
debate and speech skills, and have fun! I've participated in HAMUN 
for all four years of high school, in-person and online. My committees 
were DISEC, UNICEF, and two crisis committees. 

As you will soon discover, the OIC is the second-largest 
multinational body, meaning there should be no shortage of unique 
perspectives and ideas. I want you all to come with research on what 
your country has to put on the table and to be ready to use that 
information. Both topics are complex, multifaceted issues. The 
Palestine and Al-Quds affair has been going on for decades and is a 
hot topic issue until today. The development of science and 
technology is crucial to a country's growth, and solutions will differ 
for each country. What's most important is being able to craft a 
resolution that is agreed upon and will lead to actual results. I can't 
wait to see what you all brew up!

Musa Fareed
Chair of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation  
musa.fareed7@gmail.com  

mailto:musa.fareed7@gmail.com


The Organization of Islamic Cooperation has a rich history of activism and 
tangible action. Until the fall of the Ottoman Empire, there had always been at 
least one Muslim Empire to champion and represent Muslims. However, the 
Empire collapsed after World War 1, creating a power vacuum (World Atlas). 
This vacuum remained for some time, and the need for a new institution 
became increasingly evident.

The tipping point ended up being Masjid Al-Aqsa in Jerusalem. On August 
21, 1969, an Australian Christian, Dennis Michael Rohan, set fire to the Masjid. 
This act of arson not only destroyed much of the historical and holy Masjid but 
destroyed Israeli-Arab relations. After this incident, the King of Saudi Arabia 
decided to hold the first Islamic Summit. 
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Leaders at this summit recognized the need for a multinational 
organization to represent Muslims and eventually created the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation (Palestine Online).

Since then, the OIC has grown to represent much more than Palestine. It 
can be thought of as a mini UN minus armed forces. The OIC works to develop 
economies and technology, protect culture, improve international relations, 
and much more. The OIC has adopted different programs to create a trajectory 
for its members over the years. The current program, OIC-2025, covers many 
aspects, including, most important to us, the Palestine and al-Quds Affair and 
the development of science and technology.
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"And hold fast to the rope of God, all 
of you together, and do not be 
divided; (Quran, 3:103)."

War. Famine. Disease. Poverty. 
Persecution. Millions of Muslims 
across the globe are afflicted with 
these and many more hardships. 
Muslim leaders recognized the 
need to band together and, on 
September 25, 1969, established the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC). Since its founding, the OIC 
has grown from 30 to 57 states, 
cementing itself as the largest 
international body after the UN.

The OIC tackles various issues, from 
mediating conflicts to preserving 
culture. This year, delegates will 
address two situations: the 
Palestine and the al-Quds Affair, 
and the improvement of Science 
and Technology in member 
states.The Palestine and al-Quds 
affair is a central issue for the OIC. 

In fact, it was the Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict that led to the OIC's 
establishment. Following the illegal 
occupation of Palestine since 1967, the 
rights of many have been trampled 
upon. Your job is to create a viable 
solution to restore Jerusalem's peace 
and give the Muslim community 
what's rightfully theirs. Whether this is 
accomplished through financial 
means, boycotts, media support, or 
flat-out War is in your hands.

The OIC recognizes the importance of 
scientific advancements and 
applications today. Technology 
provides many socio-economic 
benefits, from longer lifespans to more 
jobs. As such, the OIC established the 
Department of Science and 
Technology, including Environment, 
Health, and Higher Education. Your job 
is to present how your country meets 
embodies this vision and what your 
country can do to help advance 
humankind. 
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The Beginnings

The Palestinian-Israeli conflict has 
been going on for decades, is still a 
hot topic issue, and is far from being 
resolved. This conflict has resulted 
in the loss of almost everything 
imaginable: money, resources, land, 
and human life.

The beginnings of the modern-day 
conflict can be traced to even 
before World War 1. Around 400 
years before WWI, many Zionist 
Jews began immigrating to 
Ottoman-controlled Jerusalem. 
They migrated in large groups, and 
each immigration became known 
as an 'Aliya.' Until the end of WWI, 
there were two Aliyot, one in 1882 
and one in 1903.

After WWI and the collapse of the 
Ottoman Empire, Britain decided to 
take control of Jerusalem and the 
surrounding area. 

 

As a result, the British government 
issued the Balfour Declaration, which 
allowed for increased migration of the 
Jews to Jerusalem. This led to the 
third, fourth, and fifth Aliya, the last of 
which was in the 1930s.

British Rule

Native Palestinians, Arabs, and other 
Muslims across the globe became 
increasingly concerned about the 
increasing number of Jews migrating 
to the area. This tension first erupted 
through the Arab Revolt of 1936-1939. 
Arabs in Palestine went on strike, 
stopped paying taxes, and closed 
municipal governments. The Arabs 
demanded a stop to Jewish 
immigration and wanted national 
independence. This revolt grew larger 
and larger as violence from both sides 
fanned the flames. The uprising 
resulted in the assassination of Arab, 
Jewish, and British leaders.
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Eventually, the British launched a 
royal commission to investigate 
how to solve the violence and 
devise a permanent solution. This 
Commission, the Peel Commission, 
is the first time there was official 
mention of a creation of a separate 
Jewish state. The Commission 
suggested splitting Palestine into 
two, one part for the Arabs and one 
for the Jews. The Arabs were 
outraged at this proposition, which 
only increased the severity of the 
uprisings.

At this point, War in Europe was 
brewing yet again. The prospect of 
War was becoming a reality, and 
Britain could not maintain its troops 
in Palestine and Europe. Britain set 
up another commission, but this, 
too, failed. Finally, Britain invited 
both parties to discuss a solution in 
London. No resolution was reached, 
but Britain issued a White Paper 
that favored the Arabs. The Arabs, 
fed up with the British and fueled 
with mistrust, still denied the Paper. 
The Jews were furious, as this 
proposal would kill the Zionist 
dream. Despite all this violence and 
protest, the Jewish community had 
rapidly expanded, building the 
foundations for a Jewish state.

The United Nations Steps In

As the violence in the region grew and 
World War II ended, it became 
increasingly costly for the British to 
retain control of Palestine. They had 
tens of thousands of troops stationed 
in the area and wanted out. As a result, 
the British mandate collapsed, and the 
question of Palestine and Jerusalem 
was handed over to the fledgling 
United Nations.

The United Nations proposed the 
partition of Palestine into separate 
Arab and Jewish states. Jerusalem was 
to remain a separate, independent 
city. The resolution passed in the 
General Assembly, and the Arabs were 
infuriated. There were many more 
Arabs than Jews, and half of 
then-Israel was Arabs, who would now 
have to live under Jewish rule. Full-on 
war broke out in Palestine. Worried by 
the new civil War, the US 
recommended against a forcible 
partition, which angered the Zionists.
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The distribution of land under the British vs the UN
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Israel and the PLO are Born

The civil war was bloody on both 
sides, but the Jews emerged 
victorious. On May 14, the last 
British commissioner left 
Palestine, and Israel was 
officially born. Israel won 
immediate recognition from the 
United States, some recognition 
from the Soviet Union, and an 
invasion from neighboring Arab 
countries. The combined armies 
of Iraq, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, 
and Syria declared War on the 
new Jewish state and were 
promptly defeated. The original 
UN Partition plan offered Israel 
56% of Palestine; after the War, 
but Israel instead took 77%.

After 1964, a new Palestinian 
body was formed: the 
Palestinian Liberation 
Organization (PLO). The PLO 
was eventually recognized by 
many, especially other Arab 
countries, as the sole 
representative of Palestine. The 
PLO consisted of many factions 
under one umbrella, some more 
violent than others. However, 
the PLO would become a real 
thorn after the Six-Day War.
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The Six-Day War

Tensions were at an all-time high, with both sides gearing up for a full-scale 
invasion. There were constant skirmishes between guerilla forces along the 
Israeli border, and Egypt continued to deny Israel shipping routes. The US 
failed in negotiating peace, and Israel launched a preemptive surprise attack 
against the Egyptians. The Egyptian air force was destroyed without being 
deployed, and Jordan also suffered heavy losses. Eventually, the combined 
Arab forces admitted defeat. Israeli Jews were victorious, and Israel had grown 
to triple its original size.

Other than the established superiority, the Six-Day War resulted in something 
far more tangible: the displacement of more than a million Palestinian Arabs. 
Israel captured lands during the War and began to occupy its new territory, 
kicking out Palestinians in the process. These land gains are still at the heart of 
the conflict today.

 



Camp David Accords

Other wars followed, notably the 
Yom Kippur War. Egypt and Syria 
launched a surprise attack, and 
Israel wasn't so lucky this time. Both 
sides suffered significant casualties, 
and Egypt successfully painted itself 
as the victor. Israel recognized that 
not all wars would be as easy as the 
Six-Day War, so they agreed to sign 
a peace treaty with Egypt. The two 
sides signed the Camp David 
accords; in exchange for peace, 
Israel would leave the Sinai 
Peninsula and move towards 
Palestinian autonomy. 

While the Sinai Peninsula was 
emptied, there has been no 
progress in Palestine. The Accords 
were praised by the West but 
severely criticized by Arabs. As a 
result, Egypt was kicked out of the 
Arab League and suspended from 
the OIC. President Anwar Sadat, the 
Egyptian President who signed the 
agreement, was later assassinated 
in Egypt.  

 

The First Intifada

The restlessness within Palestine 
continued and led to the first Intifada, 
or popular uprising. The Intifada 
consisted of resident Palestinians 
resisting Israeli control, retaliating with 
stones, Molotovs, and even refusing to 
accept daylight savings. The PLO, 
under Yasser Arafat, took control of the 
Intifada. There were many casualties, 
most of which were Palestinian. After 
gaining international sympathy, Yasser 
Arafat met with Israeli representatives 
in Oslo and signed the Oslo Accords. 
This agreement recognized Israel's 
right to exist, agreed to peace, and 
supposedly gave Palestinians more 
autonomy.
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Post-Oslo Accords & Modern Day

The Oslo Accords did not sit well 
with either side. First, Prime 
Minister Rabin, who signed the 
accords on the Israeli side, was 
assassinated at a peace rally by an 
Orthodox Jew. Then, more violence 
erupted after negotiations failed 
between Arafat and the new Israeli 
Prime Minister. Finally, in 2001, 
when Prime Minister Sharon, an 
extreme Orthodox with no trust in 
the Palestinians, took office, he 
forcefully reclaimed lands that were 
signed away and regularly 
assassinated presumed terrorists. 
These actions resulted in the 
second, bloodier Intifada, which led 
to almost 6000 deaths.

 

Recently, the source of conflict 
between Palestine and Israel has been 
Hamas. Hamas is a military group 
formed after the Intifadas, and they 
entered politics in 2006. They won 
elections in Gaza and defeated Fatah, a 
group that is the successor of the PLO. 
Many were disheartened by Fatah's 
policies and wanted something 
different. There was a power struggle, 
and now, Gaza is controlled by Hamas 
while Fatah controls the West Bank. 
Over the years, Hamas has carried out 
multiple attacks against Israel and its 
citizens through bombings and rocket 
fire. Israel has also retaliated, leading to 
large bursts of violence, the most 
recent of which was in May 2021. 
Furthermore, Israel has been clearing 
out land to settle more of its Jewish 
citizens, destroying Palestinian homes.
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Your Job

The Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict seems to have 
no end in sight. 
Violence continues to 
erupt between the two 
states. Peace talks 
brokered by other 
countries always seem 
to fail. Worsening the 
situation is Jerusalem, 
a place that was 
initially meant to be 
autonomous. It is now 
under Israeli control, 
and countries like the 
US have recognized 
Jerusalem as Israel's 
capital. Many have not 
recognized Israel, and 
in one case, Australia 
has reversed its 
recognition of 
Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital]. How should 
this conflict be 
resolved? Is there a 
solution? Come up 
with some innovative 
solutions that will not 
stall the issue but solve 
it.
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One depiction of modern-day Israel and Palestine
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