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Note to Delegates
Delegates, 

My name is Bobby Youstra, and I’m very excited to be your LEGAL committee 
chair for HAMUN 48. I’m a sophomore studying computer science at UT Austin. I 
first started doing MUN in my freshman year of high school and ever since then 
I’ve thoroughly enjoyed researching and debating all sorts of international issues, 
within crisis and general assembly settings, from the Venezuelan crisis to the 
sovereignty of outer space. I’ve enjoyed crisis staffing and directing in the past, but 
this will be my first experience chairing a general assembly committee so I hope 
you enjoy this LEGAL committee.

Within the broader United Nations, the LEGAL committee (also known as the 
Sixth committee of the General Assembly) plays a very important role in 
determining how the world works together and settling key agreements and 
standards for international law more generally. The two topics for this committee 
will be both hugely instrumental in defining sovereignty within the region of East 
Asia and in determining the 21st-century rules of international diplomacy.

Throughout the committee, I encourage all of you to be engaged, 
understand the multiple differing perspectives and views on these topics, and to 
speak up and represent your country’s position. International diplomacy is often 
much messier than it seems, and I want you to embrace and understand the 
messy details that define most modern diplomatic cooperation and international 
policy. Finally, I want to stress the importance of representing your country 
accurately while being cognizant and respectful of other delegates’ differing 
opinions. With that, I can’t wait to see y’all in committee this February!

Bobby Youstra
Chair of LEGAL
ryoustra@utexas.edu



Otherwise known as the sixth 
committee of the United Nations, 
the LEGAL committee is responsible 
for upholding international law, 
promoting justice, and preventing 
international terrorism in 
collaboration with some of the 
other counter-terrorism focused 
committees in the UN[4]. 
Established to fulfill the GA’s 
responsibility to encourage “the 
progressive development of 
international law and its 
codification” as specified in Article 
13 of the UN charter[1], LEGAL has 
played a big role as one of the 
largest arbitrators of international 
law. One of LEGAL’s biggest 
achievements include 1961’s Vienna 
Convention on Diplomatic 
relations[2] which established the 
basic laws governing international 
diplomacy.
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These islands on the Taiwan strait 
that the ROC controls includes 
Pescadores, Matsu, Kinmen islands 
in addition to the main island of 
Taiwan, making up 32,260 square 
kilometers of land and 3,720 square 
kilometers of water. That is, 
according to the CIA world 
factbook, “slightly smaller than 
Maryland and Delaware 
combined”[12].

Despite its separate political and 
social identity from the PRC or the 
mainland, there is a huge ethnic 
overlap between the two territories. 
They both are made up mainly by 
people of Han Chinese ethnicity, 
which comprise over 91 percent of 
the PRC’s population and over 95 
percent of the ROC’s 
population[12][13]. 

Both countries are predominantly 
Mandarin speaking, but mainland 
Chinese people typically write in 
simplified Chinese characters while 
Taiwanese people typically write in 
traditional Chinese characters.

Taiwan’s importance to the world 
economy has grown despite its shaky 
sovereignty. Mainland China and the 
United States are among the ROC’s 
biggest trade partners. The island also 
specifically has a huge market 
dominance in the semiconductor 
industry, with Apple, Qualcomm, and 
Nvidia all choosing a semiconductor 
manufacturing company known as 
TSMC (or Taiwan Semiconductor 
Company) to manufacture their chips 
widely used in all kinds of 
electronics[16]. TSMC, according to 
data from TrendForce, has a larger 
market share in the semiconductor 
manufacturing industry, than 
everyone else combined[17].
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All of this means that any decision 
on the sovereignty of Taiwan will 
have major ripple effects across the 
world and the world economy. 
Conflict over the Taiwan strait 
through an invasion or use of force 
over Taiwan or the ROC would thus 
have catastrophic consequences, 
potentially causing a massive 
supply chain crisis not only for 
military technology but also 
everything from modern cars to 
new iPhones[18].
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Figure 1. The Taiwan strait (credit to OpenStreetMap)



The island known as Taiwan started 
out as a home for many 
Malayo-Polynesian people up until 
the 17th century, when the Dutch 
East India Company decided to 
expand its colonial rule into the 
island of Taiwan, establishing a base 
in the southwest of the Island. From 
then up until 1662, the Dutch ruled 
the island despite a brief stint from 
the Spanish in Northern Taiwan. 
After that, the Qing dynasty 
decided to drive the Dutch out and 
they would proceed to take control 
of the entire island by 1683. From 
then on, Taiwan would be ruled by 
the Qing for more than two 
centuries until they ceded the 
territory to the Japanese as a 
concession for losing the First 
Sino-Japanese war in 1895[14][15].

While Japan ruled over Taiwan until 
the end of World War 2, mainland 
China underwent massive political 
upheaval.

Despite those in the Qing dynasty 
trying to reform the government after 
that embarrassing loss in the first 
Sino-Japanese war, there were still 
those who wished for a new, less 
monarchical form of government. This 
eventually led to the Xinhai Revolution, 
ending in the establishment of the 
new Republic of China[19]. However, 
this was not the end of the political 
upheaval in mainland China, as less 
than 16 years later the Chinese civil war 
broke out between the Republic of 
China and the Kuomintang and the 
Communist Party of China. Despite a 
brief pause of hostilities in order to 
drive out Japanese rule from 1937 to 
1945, the war resumed after World War 
II and the Communist party eventually 
took over mainland China in 1949, with 
the ROC and Kuomintang retreating 
to the island of Taiwan[20][21].
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However, despite the massive 
political change of mainland China 
from under control of the ROC to 
the PRC, the ROC would still 
maintain its membership in the 
United Nations for 22 years[22]. In 
addition, many countries like the 
United States didn’t even 
diplomatically recognize the PRC. It 
wasn’t until UNGA’s Resolution 2758 
when “China’s” membership was 
switched from representing the 
government of the ROC to the PRC[. 
This was then followed by President 
Nixon’s official visit to the PRC in 
1972[22], and finally transferred 
formal diplomatic relations from the 
ROC to the PRC in 1979 with the 
Joint Communique on the 
Establishment of Diplomatic 
Relations. However, this document 
only “acknowledges the Chinese 
position that there is but one China 
and Taiwan is part of China,” not 
officially recognizing that claim[28]. 
This position that the US and other 
western countries have taken since 
then has been known as strategic 
ambiguity or the “One China policy” 
and has been and still is the 
predominant stance that these 
countries have taken to this day.

However, up until the 1980s, the ROC, 
while not being communist, was far 
from democratic. Martial law from civil 
war times prevented liberal reforms 
from being implemented and the 
opposition was blocked from political 
power. This all changed in July 1987 
with the lifting of martial law. Finally, 
restrictions on public rallies were lifted 
with the opposition Democratic 
Progressive Party being legalized, the 
so-called “Temporary Provisions” 
giving huge power to the President 
suspended in 1991, with the first free 
and fair elections being held that same 
year[23]. This came in stark contrast to 
the harsh crackdown on student 
protesters in the mainland under the 
PRC in 1989 with the Tiananmen 
Square incident. After thousands and 
then millions of protestors marched in 
Tiananmen Square to protest the 
death of democratic reformer Hu 
Yaobang, Marital Law was declared on 
May 20th. Finally on June 1st, PRC 
military and police started shooting at 
the crowd, leading to international 
condemnation[22].
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Ever since then, as the PRC has 
grown in military and economic 
power, it has increasingly tried to 
maintain dominance in Asia, the 
Taiwan strait included. Ever since 
the then-US Speaker of the House 
Nancy Pelosi visited Taiwan in 
August 2022, the PRC aggressively 
ramped up its already huge amount 
of air incursions within Taiwan’s 
so-called Air Defense Identification 
Zone (ADIZ), with naval and aerial 
presence in the Taiwan Strait 
increasingly becoming the 
norm[24].
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Figure 2. The 1989 Tiananmen Square Massacre



As mentioned before, western 
powers like the US since the 1970s 
have maintained a policy of 
strategic ambiguity on Taiwan and 
whether they will intervene to 
protect it, despite recent presidents 
including President Joe Biden, 
explicitly guaranteeing US support 
for Taiwan[27]. In fact, official US 
policy continues to “oppose any 
unilateral changes to the status quo 
from either side,” adding explicitly 
that they “do not support Taiwan 
independence” and “expect 
cross-Strait stability across the 
Taiwan Strait”[7]. This means that 
official US policy recognizes the PRC 
as the government of China, but is 
specifically and strategically vague 
on whether the US would protect 
ROC in the case of force by the PRC. 

In addition, the European Union backs 
this argument, stating that they have 
“a strong stake in peace, security and 
stability in Asia” and that they support 
“the status quo and peaceful 
resolution differences across the 
Taiwan Strait, rejecting the use or 
threat of force”[8].

This is in stark contrast to the People’s 
Republic of China’s (PRC) official policy 
towards Taiwan. The president of the 
PRC, Xi Jinping, has repeatedly said 
that pro-Taiwanese independence 
movements damage “national 
sovereignty and territorial integrity, 
destroying cross-strait peace and 
preventing development of cross-strait 
relations”[10]. He has also repeatedly 
not ruled out taking the island over by 
force, stating that unification was “an 
inevitable requirement for the great 
rejuvenation of the Chinese 
people”[12]. 
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However, the PRC is no longer the 
weak power that it once was, and 
now has more than 10 times 
Taiwan’s active forces. Due to this, 
this has made many outside 
observers worry about Taiwan’s 
prospects in a fight against PRC 
forces[9]. Due to this, “strategic 
ambiguity” has left the Taiwan strait 
conflict-free so far but with a shaky 
and uncertain future.
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Figure 3. Chinese and Taiawanese armed forces, compared



UN resolution 2758, in transferring 
“China’s” membership from the 
Republic of China (ROC) to the 
People’s Republic of China (PRC), 
helped to establish the status quo 
of official diplomatic recognition of 
the PRC as the one and only 
“China.” However, while the UN has 
not re-awarded membership 
representation to the Republic of 
China (ROC), it has purposefully not 
established who controls the islands 
in question[6]. The PRC of today in 
the UN has used this resolution as a 
pretext to block its participation 
within UN institutions. Thus, from 
the PRC’s viewpoint, any attempt to 
include Taiwan within any UN 
business strictly goes against UN 
policy. 

These viewpoints have been rigorously 
challenged by the United States, with 
then-acting US Representative to the 
UN Norman Nemroff in January 2020 
stating that “We do not accept other 
aspects of OLA’s opinion, namely that 
General Assembly resolution 2758 
means that the UN must consider 
Taiwan to be a province of China[5]. 
Thus, over the ROC’s objections, the 
UN has effectively shut out Taiwan 
from being represented due to its view 
of Resolution 2758 explicitly forbidding 
representation of Taiwan[25][26].
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How should the UN and 
international organizations more 
broadly approach the legal status of 
Taiwan, ensuring representation 
and sovereignty of all peoples while 
also maintaining peace on the 
Taiwan Strait?

Can we improve and make a more 
stable and fair situation than the 
status quo? Or should the PRC 
maintain its exclusive position as 
the sole representative of “China” 
within the United Nations?

How is sovereignty defined and to 
what role should it play in deciding 
the legal status of Taiwan?

Are Taiwanese nationals really 
Chinese nationals, or their own 
unique identity? What is necessary 
for a nation or territory to have a 
unique identity and does Taiwan 
meet those conditions?
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[1]: https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/chapter-4

[2]: https://legal.un.org/avl//ha/vcdr/vcdr.html

[3]: https://www.un.org/en/ga/sixth/index.shtml

[4]: 
https://www.eda.admin.ch/dam/mission-new-york/en/documents/UN_GA__Fin
al.pdf

[5]: 
https://www.gmfus.org/news/distortion-un-resolution-2758-and-limits-taiwans-
access-united-nations

[6]: https://www.civil-taiwan.org/un-2758.htm

[7]: https://www.state.gov/u-s-relations-with-taiwan/

[8]: 
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/taiwan/european-union-and-taiwan_en?s=242#27
84

[9]: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-59900139

[10]: https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/taiwan/forrel-prc-2016.htm

[11]: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-46733174

[12]: https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/taiwan/
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[13]: https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/china/

[14]: https://bst.berkeley.edu/taiwan_history.php

[15]: https://taiwan.gov.tw/content_3.php

[16]: 
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/03/16/2-charts-show-how-much-the-world-dep
ends-on-taiwan-for-semiconductors.html

[17]: https://www.trendforce.com/presscenter/news/20210305-10693.html

[18]: 
https://www.csis.org/blogs/perspectives-innovation/taiwans-semiconductor
-dominance-implications-cross-strait-relations

[19]: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/znmk4xs/articles/zds2qfr

[20]: https://totallyhistory.com/chinese-civil-war/

[21]: 
https://www.britannica.com/event/Chinese-Civil-War/Nationalist-collapse-a
nd-the-establishment-of-the-Peoples-Republic-of-China-1949

[22]: https://www.history.com/news/nixon-china-visit-cold-war

[23]: https://www.jstor.org/stable/20672340

[24]: 
https://thediplomat.com/2022/09/the-new-normal-in-pla-incursions-into-tai
wans-adiz/

[25]: https://www.roc-taiwan.org/ie_en/post/4435.html

[26]: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/6913020.stm

[27]: 
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/3663623-biden-pushes-limits
-of-taiwan-policy-despite-chinese-outrage/
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[28]: 
http://insidethecoldwar.org/sites/default/files/documents/The%20U.S.-P.R.C.
%20Joint%20Communique%20on%20the%20Establishment%20of%20Diplo
matic%20Relations.pdf
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